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AND STILL | LOVE HER. .

It's true she writes o serawly hand,
Puts in two “t's" where one wonld do,
And spells “dog" with an extra “g:"
But not a girl in this wide land
Is half so desr, and very fow
One-tenth as sweet as she to me,

Dear thing! she sometlimes says: “1 soen,”
“They wan,” “T's not,” or “So be you;"
“Them's yours,” “They's good ' —harsh to
My CHrs;
But she i5 still my lovely queen,
Whoss heart-beals are Lo mine most true,
And will be yel for many years.

Bome say that love Is blind, and 1
Would add that love iz deal also.
Though grummariess and spelling had.
My love is hundsome, sweel and shy
The secret of our love you'd know?
Bhe’s only five, and I'm her dad,
—Mark Bennifl, in Judge,

JAPANESE LIFE.

A Glimpse of It as It Is at Home
and in Public.

Handsome Feet—Good Babies—House Deo-
orations—Simplielty of Dress—Cremn-
tion Very Common—FPublie Cus-
. toms—Incomprehensi-
hie Music.

“The Japanese are remarkable for
the beauty of their feet," ‘said Prok Ed-
,ward & Morse in his lecture on Japan-
eso life and costoms, It is quite a
common sight to see them bare-footed
about their homes, and the practice is n
churacteristic of all classes, high and
low. I remember once visiting a noble-
man at his house, and he received me
bare-footed. His dress and personal
habiliments were excecdingly gorge-
ous.”’

The professor held up for inspection
two pair of shoes worn by the inhab-
itants of the Mikado islands. They
wore about the length of an ordinary
sized fool nnd some three inches wide.
The wood was light and grainless.

Prol. Morse explained that the
stocking worn by  these people
is seamod so that an  apartment

is left for the big toe, like the thamb of
a mitten. The straps that hold the
sandals to the feel are passed over the
instep and between the large toe and
the others.  “Little children are seen
with these awkward sandals upon their
feet,” continued the speaker, “strap-
ped to the back of some young girl
Sometimes the little one goes to sleep
and to illustrate the activity of the toe,
the sandal romams suspended to the
foot. The girl carries the infant abont
as she plays at battle-door and shuttle-
oock. Occasionally the infant cries,
but it is a care occurrence:; indeed one
might remain six months in Japan
withont seeing a baby ill-natured.
Among the lower classes n erying child
is supposed Lo bo possessed of an evil
spirit.  An irritant plaster is put upon
the child’s back to draw out the evil
being. The large chuldren always ear-
ry something about. I there is no
baby in the family, then a eat is
brought into requisition.  And let me
say right here that the Japanese donot
eat cats or rats, as is generally sup-
posed. They do. however eat mon-
keys.

“An extrsordinary feature of Japan
isits houses. All the homes are low,
one-story structures, unpainted and
rather unpreposessing.  The attractive
part of a Japancse house is in the rear.
The front part of the house is not orna-
mented, butall fancy decorations are to
be found facing the ganden. The rear
of all the houses being so adorned,
many lovely courts are thus in vogue,
A Japanese garden is beautiful all the
vear round. I must speak a good word
for the simplicity and taste manifested
in the interior of a Japanese home. We
decorate onr mansions with costly en-
trances and countless brie-a-brac. We
even stick a Roger's group in the front
window so that pedestrians may know
we possess a piece of statuary. And
right here I wish to remark that the
place for a statuette is at the boack of
the room, with the light striking it
from the side. In Japan simplicity and
elegance characterizes interiors. There
will be one painting of splendid work-
manship. When the honsehold wearies
of “the work another picture sub-
stituted.

*Thad expected to find the women in
Wapan dressed in bright and gay
gowns. The fairs in this country and
other depictions of Japanese women led
me to expect this, I was disappointed,
for though some of the colors in dress
the role i= some
simple shade or tint. 1 observad, too.
that the chiidren at school were mod-
estly and simply attired, and especinlly
was it 50 of the sons and daughters of
the nobility. Upon investigation I
learned that from time immemorial it
baid ‘been the practice of wealthy peo-
ple to dress their children in an unos-
tentatious manner so that no contrast
could be instituted between them and
the young of the poorer classes. This
isa sentiment in a good many other
featares of social Japan.

“Their temples with their bright-
colored womdlwork, rieh and intricate
carving and elaborate metal trimmings

is

form a wonderful contrast with the
homes of the people. Within is a
steange medley of curious things: Old

armor, Buddhist idols and other quaint

and remarkable things. I remember
that in one temple was |hung
a lithographic picture  of the

steamer City of China. It seems that
this steamer ago had rescued
three marviners, and returned them to
the island. In homor to the kindness,
for Japan was not then on terms of
peace with the civilized world, a litho-
graph of the steamer was procured by
order of the priests, and it was framed
and hung upon the walls a8 a mono-
ment of a good action. These temples
are set usnally in primeval forests, and
the religion of Buddhism resembles the

VEAI'S

The worshiper spats his hands as he
prays, to attract the attention of the
gods. Then again he fingles bells, and
at praper in the temple, with the same
purpose at heart.

*The foueral ceremonies are exceed-
ingly odd. Cremation is very common
in Japan. Probably half of the people
who die are barned, I attended the rites
npon the body of oneof my students, At
the grave the casket, or rather box, was
placed upon two frame horses. His com-
panion students stood about in & digni-
fied way, manifesting, however, no indi-
cations of grief. There they remained
smoking cigurettes while one made a
prayer of fifteen minutes’ duration.
The prayer in itself wus peculian
Though T was partially familiar with
the language I could not make out a
a single word. It sounded like the
censeless buzzing of a bumble bee.
When the boy was lowered into the
grave each student poked a bit of dirt
into the grave with his cane or um-
brella.  Youn never see a neglected
grave in Japan. The anniversary of
the demisa is always observed by rela-
tives, who decorate the graves. Graves
of poets who have been dead five hun-
dred years ave carefully looked after.

“In public many eonventional feat-
ures are observed. Of course every
body =its on mats. These mats three
by six feet square, fit into the floor like
dominos in a box. At a » e lecture
you can sit where you please, but the
reversed seal or stall system is in voguo

with the theaters, The theaters are
big, oblong, square structures, with
two  aisles running  from the
stage to the front of the honse. These
aislos are on a level with the stage,

while the floor is eighteen inches below
the aisles, and is divided into innumer-
able bins, meely partitioned offt. The
playgoer walks along one of the aisles
until he ecomes to his reserved bin.
Then he walks the partition rail and
so reaches the apartment, The play
Insts from 6. o to 10 p. m., as a
rule. The putron fetches his food with
him und eats, smokes and drinks tea

thronghout the performance. There is
a revolving stage upon the stage

proper, and the scenic effects are all
real. While one act is going on the
carpanters are at work upon the back
of the revelving stage preparing the

effects for the next act. The Iargoer
theaters are lighted by gas, but are
not heated. Between the acts the

children rush up the aisles and behind
the curlain to see the carpenters at
work.

“The actors are held in high esteem
—are almost, in fact, worshiped.
Thew pictures are sold upon the streets
and their names are household words
They have many of stagze
mannerisms that are seen behind
the footlights in this  coun-
trv. Women do not aect, A youth of
cighteen may be seen in one actasa
crooning old woman, in another asa
valiant warrior, and later as a coy
maiden.. The stage is not lighted and
boys dressed entirely in black rush
about holding candles on bamboo poles
right in the faces of the actors in order
that the facinl expression may be
studied. Boys, too, emrry erickets, and
it is their duty to place them for the
warrior as he sits down. When any
one is killed in the play a boy screens |
the body with a shroud, and the actor
crawls off the stage on his hands and |
knees. The eonceit is ridiculous, for
the moving head and feet of the dead
man are visible trom each end of the
shrowd. When a night effectis desired
a black box with atransparent crescent
moon is let down from the flies. The
orchestra is composed of human voices
that follow the varyving fortunes of the
play with suitable groans, shouts or
cooings.

“The music of Japun is incompre-
hensible until you have given it eare-
ful study. They have no war song,
home songs or love songs. The priests
sing and chant, but the people employ
it done by professional veecalisis. It
is g0 with dancing. If a gentleman
gives & dinner a dancing girl is
brought in aml gives an exhibition.
They are capital entertainers, and
dress beautifully. Fans and musical
instruments are nsed in their perform-
ances. Some of these women are re-
nowned for their wit and conversa-
tional attainments. While some of the
Japanese acknowledge the superiority
of our educational systems, they eon-
tend that their music is saperior to our
own, Some of Americans sang
them a number of patriotic songs
When the words were interpreted to
them the deprecatedthe custom of eon-
necting war with music.

*The child of Japan iz a free thing.
His parents use every means to famil-
isrize him with life. 1 have scen a
child asleep in the office of a big silk
house in the busiest portion of the day.
He lay amidst the busy book-keep-
ers, but ench was careful not to disturh
the little one.™

the

us
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-Always be placid. A physician
says there is 1|u||1it‘l;: like care or wor-
riment to plow furrows in the fore-
head, and these are badly marring the
faces of our American women. We
puss in the strects women of thirty-five
whose forcheads are more wrinkled
than the brow should be at seventy.
Some of these may not have more cares
than others, but they unnecessarily
yield to the tendency to express them

in the face.
—— . —

—One of our lady correspondents,
who has just begnn housekeeping,
wishes us to inform her whether or not
minced ham comes from ground hog.
—N. H. News.

—— .
—The *oldest inhabitant™ always
means well: but he is apt to get rat-

Catholic fsith in a good many respects.

PLEURO-PNEUMONIA.

The Genoral Character aad the Symploms
of the Terrible Disease.

In view of the slarming extent to
which pleuro-pnemmonia exists in this
country. and its linbility to appenr in
almost any section not yet infected, it
becomes of the uteost importance to
the cattle interests of the country that
stockmen should be able to recognize
the disease as soon as possible after its
first appearance in a locality. Owing
to the insidions natore of this disease
thie is not always as simple as might
be supposed, and certainly not as could
be desired.

A knowledge of the general character
and symptoms of the disease, while it
will not enable all stockmen to deli-
nitely recognize the dizease at the out-
set, will place them in a pesition to
recognize the possibility of the pres-
ence of this disease whenever a sos-
picious contagions ontbhreak may oceur
in their locality, and at the same time
enable them to take the
cautions to prevent further spreading,

The disease is due to a specific germ
or contaginm, which usually
nccess to the system through the re-
spiratory passages into the lungs,
where its action is mostly limited, thers
producing characteristic changesin the
lung tissne by which the disease is re-
cognized from other forms of lung dis-
ecases. This contagium is produced in
immense numbers in the lungs of a dis-
eased animal, and it is by the trans
mission of this contagium from the sick
to the healthy that the dise
spread. Contact with n discased ani-
mal or with the diseased products from
such an animal is neccessary to con-
tract the disease. Stables, yards and
fields wherein the desense has been,
any articles or substances that have
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| been in contact with the sick animals or

their products, or even the clothing of
attendants may all. contain the living
rorm of the desense for a wvariable
length of time, and during that period
are eapable of conveying the desense
fo a healthy animal coming in contact
with the same.

The period of incubation—the lapse
of time after the specific poison enters
the =ystem and before it
chanzes sufficient to interfere with the
genersl healthof the animal, and by
which it may be recognized—iz ordi-
narily ten days to three weoks, but in
exceptional cases may extend to three
or four months.  Generally the disease
i5 of a lingering, often of an insidious
character, running = course of two (o
ten weeks or even longer and ter-
minating in death, or a slow, uncertain
recovery. But during its first appear-
ance in a district and also in warm
wenther it commonly runs a more rapid
vourse, the animals dying in a few
days with acate symptoms; however,
this is the exception rather than the
rule.

The general symptoms are essential-
Iy those of other diseases of the Jungs.
An increased body temperature of two
to three degrees Fahrenheit usually
appears & few days or a week before
any other symptoms. But as this can
be as¢ertained only by the use of the
clinieal thermometer, it becomes of no
general diagnostio value except in sus-
pected herds or eattle known to  have
been exposed.  In suchinstances, how-
ever, the thermometer becomes an im-
portant aid to recognizing the disease
in an animal before the general symp-
foms appear.

The first outwaridl or obvious symp-
toms are usaally erection of the hair,
especially along the back, giving the
animal a general unthrifty appesrance,
and a slight, dry, short cough, which
gradually inereases in severity and s
ageravated by ecold or drinking cold
watey.  These are soon followed by loas
of appetite, increased respiration and
pulse, which may be accompuanied by
shivering; the horns, ears and limbs
alternately cold and hot, the muzzle
nsually dry; rumination becomes ir-
regular or soon ceases altogether when
the animald refuses to eat; the secretion
of milk iz diminizhed and 2oon ceaskes;
the bowels become costive, followed
Inter--by “diarrhen.  There is tender-
ness, often extreme, eausing the ani-
mal to wince or groan when pressure
is applied along the back or between
the ribs.  Pereussion and anscultation
of the chest will show dullnes< and ab-
sence of the normal respiratory mur-
mur over particnlar pats of the Tungs;
structural changes will be found rapid-
Iy going on within the Inags, and such
unnatural sounds us friction, wheez-
ing, crepitation, ete., may usually be
heard.

[Jl'm]u--m

The breathing now becomes more
difficult and labored, while all the

symptoms become azgravated until the
animal stands persistently with fore
limbs apart and elbows turned ont,
back arched, the head carried low and
extended on the neck, the month open,
and each

nostrils dilated, breath ne-
companied by a painful moan.
These symptoms wvary greatly in

different cases, depending largely on
the severity of the attack and the por-
tion of lung involved. In some in-
stances the animal appears anwell for
several days with an occasionnl cough,
and, unless recognized, the disenso may
progress in a mild form and the animal
appareatly recover withoat showing
any decisive symptoms, It is these mild
cises that at times make the disease so
difficult to recognize and so liable to be
spread unknown. Then, too, the gen-
eral symptoms in mild cases are
much like those of the simple, non-
contagious inflammation of the Inngs
that in isolated cases the only positive
means of dingnosis is by & post mortem
examination of the eavity of the chest.

50

pesrance on section of the diseased
lung dus to the difference in colorntion
of different lobules, and the distention
of the inter-lobular connective tissue
by extensive exudation, appesrances
very different from those secen in sim-
ple inflammation. There is also more
or less effusion  usaally found in the
pleural eavity., These characteristic
lesions are easily recognizable by one
familiar with the disease, and readily
distinguished from the lesions caused
by other diseases of the lungs. —Dr. F.
L. Kithorne, in Rural New Yorker.

-

HINTS ON BALDNESS.
Cnunes of the AfMliction and Remedies for
Restoring Vigor to the Scalp.

There may be every degree in the
falling out of the huir, from a mere
thinness to incurable balduness. So,
too, the baldness may be partial, or
total. Sometimes it is confined to one
or more cireular areas of limited dimen-
sions. The hair somewhat resembles
aplant.  As the vegetable thrives, or
is stunted, or fails partially or wholly,
according to the character of the soil,
so does the hair. The skin is the soil
by which its romts are nonrished: and its
condition determining the degree of
vizor of the hair. To a healthy con-

dition two things are essential; a
free flow of good Dblood to the
roots, and the normnl action of the

nerves that regulate the action of the
minute arteries which convey the
blood. The blood itself may be cor-
rupt, as in buldness doe to certain
chronie diseases; or there may be a
partial paralysis of the nerves, as in
the ense of baldness confined to small
cirenlar arcas. There baldness
which is dne to a nervons shock, and
another which resulits from a blow on
the head. In both these cases the
nerves are at fanlt.  Age doubtless
nets directly on the vessels, shrinking
them, and indirectly on the nerves,
lessoning their vigor. In  incurable
balduess the roots are dead—atrophied,
is the medical term—through failure of
noirishment.

When the hair has simply become
thin, or limited, baldness has eontinued
only o short time, what is needed is to
restore the falling vigor of the skin;
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that is, of the nerves and arteries
that nourish it. Says that
chief authority, Sir Erasmus Wilson:

“For defect of growth in length, as
also in quantity, we must have recowrse
to tonic, or stimnlant remedies. Tonics
improve the nuotritive power of the
gkin: and stimulaniz for exernal ap-
plication arouses the energies of the
tissnes of the s=kin, more especially
those of the vessels and nerves. The
usual stimulants adopted for this pur-
pose are ammonia, cantharides (Span-
ish fiy), mustard, the varions stimulat-
ing liniments and acetic acid,” He,
however, condemns the use of strong
stimulants, as tending to inflame the
sealp, and recommends the following
nixture as safe: Strong liquor of am-
monia, almond eil, and chloroeform,
each one part; aleohol, five parts; oil
of lemons, one drachm.  Apply it fre-
quently and freely, after thorough frie-
tion with a hair-brush, —Yowlhs Com-
panion.

ECONOMY IN WORDS.

A Plan te Shorten Up the System ol
Frinting the English Language.

Why not shorten up ounr whole sys-

PITH AND POINT.

—A lie is like a hrush-heap on fire;
it is easier to let it burn oul than to
fry to extingnish it.—Kenneleo Re
woriler.

—Boodle may indewl lerived
from the Dutch, but the general im-
pression is thar it is taken from the
pockets of the people. —Phitadelphia
llem.

—“Well, but if you cun't bear her,
whatever made you proposzs?'”  «Well,
we had danced theee dances, and 1
couldn't think of anything else to say."
— Lowdon Punch.

e

—It may be that Cresar was right
when he declared that “all Gaul is di-
vided into three parts,” but we cer-
tainly know some wmen who seem te
have got it all, and undivided.

—Variety is the spice of life, but yet
every man who wears patched pants
wants the pateh put on precisely the
same color, and put on 8o ilv:ill)' that
it will not show.— Philadeiphia Herald.

—*Physician, heal thy=elf.,” jocular-
Iy said a rich man to the doctor as he
came into his office.  “Thanks: thal is
what 1 propose to do, " ]"u]llit'd the doe-

tor, presonting a bill for $200. He
went ont wall heeled.
—“Bir fire, was it “Yes, Joe

Fifteen persons barely escaped with
their lives. “That wnsn't remarka-
Me”  “What's the reason it wasn't2"
“If they had eseaped withont their
lives it would have been remarkable.'”

—One of the ¢lerks a! Brentuno's is
mudly in love and very “jealous. Yes-
tenday one of his rivals eame in to buy
a book. “Iwant She,"" he said, care-
lessly, looking over a pile of Harpers'
“Well, ean't get
her,” replied the clerk, savagely, and
then he tobk a second thought and
apologized,

—+*What is the origin of the cusion
of throwing an old shoe after the de-
parting bride and groom?”  Ethel
wants to know. We don't know, Ethel,
unless it is some barbnrous suggestion
of shoe aside, in which ecaze it s un-
doubtedly the invention of some miser-
able, heartless, dried up old mummy of
a bachelor.—Brrdette,

—Little Tommy was taken to seo the
Stewnrt eolledtion of paintings and
stoowl for n long time in front of
Gerome's “Gldiator.” At length he
said:  “*Mamma, which one is Simon?’
“Why, what do yon mean, child; there
is no Simon there.”™ *Yes, there
don't you see he's just said “thumbs
down.” 1 think the picture would
have been o great deal prettier if hm
had said thumbs wiggle-wagele." " —
N. Y. Independent.
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CHEAP BOARDING.

publications. you

An Eilhereal Theory Which Will Strike
Terror to the Hearts of Hotnel Mon.

A book has just been published in
Boston which no boarding-house keep-
er can #aflord to be without. For il
the author is correct there is no renson
why o human being should be served

with a meal more than onee or (wice o |

year. One of the chapters of the wark
treats of fasting. He argues that fast-
ing is conditioned on spirit power, that
Doetor Tanner never coulil huve por-
formed his celebrated feat of absti-
nence had he not been a “mediom.”
Then he goes on to remark: 1 have
no doubt that with a suitable organi-
#ation, such is common in

s not'e

tem of printing Euglish by leaving out
the unnecessary words? If any one
will tnke the trouble to glance over a
page of any book in our language he
will find that just about half the words
might have been omitted without injury
to the sonse.  Wonld it not even bring
the visible language more neaxly to the
shape of the ildeas as actunlly snccesd-
ing each other in the mimd? *Oh,
John™ (for example). *‘go thon and
catch for me the horse of the grand-
motherof the baker in a hurry.” In case
of the actual occurrence, wonld the mind
consciously grip more than *“*—John—
catah—horse —grandmother—baker— |
hurry?”  Ifs0, why not print it thus

abbreviated, when we come to reduce

it to book-specch? Suppose we try the |
experiment on a passage chosen (pret- |
ty much at random) from the twenty-

eighth chapter of David Copperfield.

[put a dash wherever one or more
words are omitted:

* — hetween ten — eleven — Mrs.
Micawber mse — replacee — cap -

whityv-brown — parcel, and — put on
- bonnet.”  (Of course, it would not
be “ten' and “eleven’” of any thing
but the clock: amd naturally Mrs. M.
would not be putting away any body
else’s eap than her own, or in any
whity-brown paresl exeept a paper
one: nor would she, when onee you
know that only Mr M., David and
Truddles are present, be supposed to
have put on the bonnet of either of

these gentlemen.  Why, then, in-
sert the superfluons wonds?)  Mre M
l«_wk—-1:pp-urtunil_v-—-'['r:nl-ﬁm putting

on—great-cont—alip—letters—my hand
—whispered request—read it—my leis- |
ure. I also took—opportunity—hold-
ing—candle  over — banisters—light
them down —detain Traddles—moment
top—stairs.
“Traddies'—I, "Mr. M. donc mean
—harm, poar fellow, llIIE—I—-_\'OII—
wouldn't lend—any thing.'

idear C'—Traddles,
‘—haven't—any thing—lend?!

*—have—name: you know,'—L

o0 —Traddles, *—call that some-
thing—Ilend?" —Traddles — thoughtful
look, "' —Atlandic.

| — i —

~—Thers are now 20,647,000 acres of
land in the United States owned by
twenty-nine foreign landlords and syn-
dicates. The amonnt of land thue

smiling,

In the contagions disesse there will

tled on facts—N, 0. Picayune.

owned s as large as Ireland. — CAicage

be found the characteristic marbled ap- | Tribune.

India than in Americn, a fast could be
sustained by spirit power for six or
twelve months, ™

Here we have a grave menace of the
boarding-house business. It is only
necossary for the boarders of ncity to
combine, form n snitable organization
on the best model that India affords
and themsslves
spirit power in order practically to get
ridd of the necessity of incurring boanl
bills. To be sure, even with suitable
wwgnnization and  spirit  power, they
would stlll be required to eaf, one meal
on New Year's day and another on
the Fourth of July. Bt almost every-
body could count upon being invited
out on those two holidays. And even
the boarders who were not so fortunate
could doubtless find faiv to middling
boawl for those two meals at fifty cents
anmeal. One dollar a year for fable
expenses—will the writer of that
pleasing little work, “How to Live on
Three Hundrad Dollars u Year,™ please
tell us how that strikes him?  Just
goon #s the Bourders" Anti-Mesl Asso-
cintion is rewdy for business we may
expect to see some such advertisements
as these in the newspapers:

WANTED.

A gentleman and his wife desire board fara
year. He will expeect o be served with two
muals, one in the spring and the other in the
fall. She being of a more elhereal nature, will
mernly require one meal—to be served In what
ever month may be most convenlent to al!
sernnl. Helorences exchanged. Address

"Seor Powen™
A RARE CRANUE.

possess

Aan

Thost wishing good board at the lowest
| terms should call 4t the Eureksn Boarding
Housé. Spirit power alwiys on tap, We

guarantes to tuke any person, no matts how
large his appetite, and after one infusion of the

| spirit power leave him so that he will be satis

|
fled with two meals a year, or five mouls for [
three years, 1t will pay you to call on us

WE DFFY COMPETITION,

Why pay n dollara year for board when we
can =01l you ten mienl Uekets calling for all the
food you will wunt for tive years, including |
pie. for three dollars and ninety-nine cenls!
Address the Feonmomy Boarding-Honse ('nm,l
pany (limited), Parties not readily yielding to
spirit power need not apply.

We hazard nothing in affirming tha |
the boarding-house keopers of the
United States never before were eon-
fronted with precisely this =ort of an
amazing emergency.  Still, let the
bosrders bewnre of rejoicing prema-
turely at the prospect of phenomenally
cheap board.  Suppose, while they are
abgent in India getting points on or-
ganization, the boarding-honse keepers '
manuge Lo th SpiFiE-power
market—what then?—XN. ¥, Tribung,

carner

READING FOR THE YOUNG.

SEVEN YEARS.

Seven snmmer suns have brightly shone
Sinee first you saw the light of day;
Seven winter snows have come and gone
Sinct first in loviag arms you Iay,

A futher's pride, a mother’s joy.
A darling little baby boy.

The little duinty robes of white
Have long agn boon ladid away;
Thae little kiits of plaid so bright
Am wora by you no more to-day;
In trousers, overy true boy's pride,
You now affact a manly strida,

Dur baby boy with dimpled hands,
With stalwart limbs und stardy lungs,
Who talked and told us ull kis plans
With ablest of all baby-tongues—
Has he beon stolen, nst or sold?
Why, bless me! he 15 saven years old,

We well recall his baby bow,
The kiss he threw wa bring 1o mind:
He doffs his bhat Lo Indles now,
For he is both polite and kind.
The baby boy we erstwhiie had
Is now & gentlemanly lad,

With other Inds he goes 1o school,
He reads his boolk. ke joins in gamos;
Knows the result of many o rule,
Knows many scientific names;
This Inddie, still a pride aad joy,
No longer is a bahy boy.

“Tis satd that every seven yoars
Brings chunge complote to every one;
A change thatl manifest apprars
In all who dwell beneath the sun.
That you are changed who will not say?
Youn who are seyen yoars old to-day.

When seven more yours shall pass away
Another change will then nppear;
You'll be our bay, thouzh. as to-day,
And 1o our heurts be just as dear.
—Perhaps you'll wenr long trousers then
And short coals like your cousin Ban,

Your longer legs will want to stride
A big bicycle by 1liat time;
A live horse then you'll want to ride,
Auil up steep mountaio-sides you'll eltmb,
Perhops you'll join the Knochabout,
And taste the joys of camping out.

You'll want a rod to fish for trout,
For Cousin Ben suys 'tis “aunch fun;"
And—meroy on us!—I"ve no doubt
But by st time you'll want » gun;
And [ shall be besot by fear,
Lest you should shoot yoursell, my dear,

You'll play base hall, and tennis, too,
With other big boys en the lawn
And many other things you'll da,
When soven other $eurs are gone
This seven gone and sevon mom,
Our boy will stand at manhnod's door.

Ah. little Iad, we all can guess
What hoys will do, hoth gredt and small;
But bayhood passed, 1 must confess
1 can not prophecy at ail:
Although T sometimes half-way plan
What you will dowhen you're 3 man.

What cause will elatm your hand and volee?
The world affonis so wide a runge !
*‘Twere e to farntell your cholee.
For hopes and sspiratinns change—
The last fond hope you have exprossed
Is for n manch somewhore Out West

Whatevor work may come to claim
Serar land, your howil, and toving hoart
Whatever be your name or fame,
1 pray you may net well your part,
Be fmithiul, honest, farnest, 100,
And grace whatever work you do.

May Heaven grant all theso years 1o you,
To crown a boyhood pure and sweet;
May all your life b good and true,
A blossing unto all you meet,
And blessings rest upon your hond
When ton times sevnn years have fled
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SAVED BY A SONG.

What & Knowing Little Bullfinch Did for
His Mistress Who Had Beoen Kinid to
Him.

In a fav-away Tyrolese valloy lived
little Elsa, in a log chalet, alone with
her old grandfather. Frowning preci-
pives encireled the narrow strip of mead-
ow that bordered the rushing strepm
flowing from the giants of snow and
rock towering into the sky all around.
Bat old Franz was getting old, and
Elsa had to help him to till the Tittle
plots of Indian corn and millet ronnd

ripe, to hang them up to dry upon
wooden staves with branching arms,
which the fields look n< if
peopled with scarecrows. She had to

male

and to make the cheeses which, every
week, old Franz earried in a basket on
his back down the valley, to sell at the
nearest villaze.  But when hor work
was over, she woull have been very
dull in the evenings, while her grand-
sather sat and dozed in  his arm-chair,
but for the compuanionship of her pet
bullfinch, with his glossy head and
back, and his brick-<lust-coloved waist-
count.

The grandfather had brought him
bach as a present to Elsa, when he was
guite & young bird, and the latter’s
soon tamed him so that he
ent out of her hamnd. Then
his education began: and on long win-
evenings, when the wind roared

past the hut, old Franz would pull out
his clarionet, and by the light of the
waond fire teach Bullie to pipe.

After much time and patience had
been expended on him, one day, to his
littlo mistress' delight, he whistled
through the Austrian Nutional Hymmn:
“God save Franz the Emperor,” with-
ot n mistake.

Elzn waus never dull now, for there
was always some new tune to be taught
Bullie, and she and the bind bepame
inseparable.  Amd thus, when one
Sunday moerning, early, she amd  her
grandfather, both of them dressed in
their best, started over the mountain to
the feast at Imst, she tied up Bullie's
eage in a handkerchief, and took him
with her.

The streets of Imst were crowiled
with peasants in  holiday dress pro.
ceeding to the outdgor stage, where
was performed the annual religions
play. The roof was the bine sky, the
background the snow peaks; and Elsa
sat and listened, open-mouthed, to the
gquaint mixture of Old Testament story
and ancient legend.

Dinner followed at Frau Luia's, a
cousin’s; after which Bullie hopped
out of the eage wd went through hi-
performances,  His shill notes rang
out into the street, and Melchior, the
peddliar came, and taking him on his
tinger, listened critically. Melehoic

great traveler, knowing every village
and valley in the district, and some-
tinies even going as far as Innsbruck
or Munich.

“That's a fine bird of yours, Father
Franz! I don’t mind giving you ten
florins for him! What do you say?™

Poor Elsa gave a little ory of dismay,
but was relieved to hear her grand-
father reply:

*Gold woun't buy him, friend Mel-
choir, thank yon. He's my little
maiden’s pet.™

After dinner the three made the
round of the fair; they watched the
peasants  rifle-shooting at  targets,

dancing under the trees, and singing
songs to the *xither,” with wild
*joddling™ choruses, and only late
regained their valley home.

A few weeks Iater winter set in,
with unnsual violence of storm and
rain, and brought dire misfortune
to Elsw. Her grandfather was con-
fined to bed with rheamatism, and the
river rising suddenly in the night, snd
flooding the valley, earried off their
erops, and drowned the two cows, their
chiof support. The damp and anxiety
made the old man so ill, that Elsa be-
came quite anxious. Theiv foml and
their money were exhausted, and there
was no more milk to make cheeses for
sale. ;

Elsa was at her wits” end what to de,
when a cheery pipe from Ballie ve-
minded her of Melchior's words. If
she sold the bind, she could procure
medicine and food for her grandfather.
But it was a bitter wrench, and the
tears mlled down her cheeks, and
wetted Bullie's glossy coak, as, taking
him from his eage, she pressed him to
her lips for a last kiss

Then she toll her grandfather she
was off to Imst to buy provisiona

There was a luil in the storm, but
the monntaing were swathed in & col-
ton-wool-like fog. as the brave little
maiden ascended the winding path.

The meistare chilled her to the bone,
and the white world around her fright-
ened her by its silonce. But on she
wont, and the fog closed stealthily
round, and gradually hid the path and
every landmark from her sight. Strug-
gling on in terror, a rift in the midst
showed her she was utterly lost, and on
the brink of a yawning precipice. Over-
come with fatigue and fear, Elsa sank
to the groumd, hiding Bullie's cage
under her cloak, and gave herself up
for lost. The cold fog wrapped her in
its chilly embrace, and n death-like
torpor gradually stole over her.
nightfall when two
wood-culters, sent by her anxions
grandiather to search for her, came
groping their way through the fog,
fearing the worst for her. Saddenly,
through the awful stillness, a familiar
sound strack on their ears, and the
shrill notes of the Emperor's Hymn
came ringing through the gloom. It
was Buollie piping away cheerily from
beneath the warm shelter of his poor
little mistress, whom they found lying
unconscions in a most perilous spot.
Thus had the litte bird saved Elsa's
life!

The wood-cutters carried her down
to Imst to Fraa Luia, to whose care the
old grandfather, too, was presoutly re-
moved. And I need not say that none
aver dreanmt again of selling the bull-
finch.—Edith E. Cuthell, in Little Folks.

It was nearly

MILITARY PRESSURE.
The Tremeondons Politieal Tofloence Exer-
cised by the Armies of Europe.

The pressure of the srmy staffs of
Evrope towanl war is an element in
the situntion of which too little ac-
eount is taken. The civil power is hero
so pompletely supreme that the opinion
of the army counts for little, even in
foreign politics, and in home politics
does not connt a1t all. Upon the Con-
tinent, however, the Governments,
even when, as in France, they are
nominally eivil, rest ultimately npon
vast armies, whose chiefs are as potent
in nffnirs, especially in foreign affairs,
as leading  statesmen. The Rns
sian and Austrian Emperors
look to the army as the mainstay of
their power—there are men who say
theve is no true Austrin exeept the
Imperial army—and would regard any
widespread discontent among their offi-
cers or any contempt for their action
folt within the barracks as grave
calamities.: Even when not soldiers
themselves—and they are both soldiers
—those two sovereigns listen 1o their
Genernls  with deep attention; amd
when told that great military apportu-
nities are pussing away, or that grave
military dangers may arise from delay,
are as much influenced as an English
Minister iswhen he porceives that his
party is eager for a special conrse of
They court, in fact, their most
effective supporters. In France the
Governmeat is at times actually afraid
of the srmy; which if irritated can

netion.

Overset its and though that
fear is not  felt  in Germany,
whiere  loyalty is = military

passion, any *Joss of heart" mmonz
officers is sincerely dranded. That isa
lost of the impulse which makes a
discipline tolerable, induces all classes
to serve, and helps in the hour of
danger to insure the sacrifiees which
can alone produce vietory. An army
which believes in its chiel's cupacitie:
is a different instrument from an army
which doubts them, and an indefinitel
stronger one.  If, therefore, the grem
group of picked and scientific soldier:
who form the army staff of German)
report ds their deliberate jodgment
that *“the retention of Metz will in
the next war save 100,000 men,"" or that
the deluy of a year will add five per
cent. to the mobility of the French
army, the German Court, including
Prince Bismarck, are compelled

dealt in every sort of ware, and was a

listem with grave attention.—Speocfalor,




